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WACOL is an independent, non-political. non-

governmental and non-profit organization and registered 

in 2000 as a company limited by guarantee, i.e. as a 

charitable organization (RC: 388132) with the Corporate 

Affairs of Commission (CAC), Nigeria. WACOL's vision is 

democratic society free from violence and abuse, where 

human rights of all, in particular women and young peo-

ple, are recognized in law and practice. 

Its mission is to assist in the education, social, economic 

and political development of women and young people 

through a wide range of services: training, research, ad-

vocacy, shelter, free legal and financial aid, intra-familial/

community conflict resolution, and information and library 

services. 

WACOL works throughout Nigeria and beyond. WACOL 

has established itself as a credible and committed organi-

zation whose work is well recognized beyond the shores of 

Nigeria. It has an observer status with the African Union, 

African Commission on Human Rights (since 2001) and it 

also has an NGO Special Consultative status with the Unit-

ed Nations (approved in 2010 by ECOSOC). WACOL is a 

formidable organization that can boast of institutional ca-

pacity for sustainable work in the field of advancing hu-

man rights, gender equality, democracy and good govern-

ance. 

WACOL in general works in four thematic areas, which are 
gender/human rights, peace advocacy/conflict resolution, 
democracy/good governance and reproductive health 
rights. It has also done some work in the area of STEM 
and climate change. 
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Editorôs Statement 
¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ 

ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ²!/h[ ǘƻ 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎπ

ǝƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ƻŦ {ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

DŜƴŘŜǊ .ŀǎŜŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ό{D.±ύ 

ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ŀƴȅ ōƛŀǎΣ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘΣ ƛƴǝƳƛŘŀǝƻƴΣ 

ŦŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ 

ǿŀǘŎƘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛπ

ŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾƛπ

ǾƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎǝƳǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜƳǇƻǿπ

ŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ 

ŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǾƻŎŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛπ

ŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ 

ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎπ

ǝƳǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƻǿƴ ǝƳŜΣ ƎƛǾπ

ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭπ

ǎƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǘǊǳǘƘΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴǝ-{D.± ǝǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƴŜƎŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǊƳπ

Ŧǳƭ ōƛŀǎκǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǘƻ ƅƻǳǊƛǎƘΦ 

Prof Joy Ngozi Ezeilo (SAN, OON)  

Executive Director of WACOL 

 y



 

Unveiling the Dark Reality: ¢ŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ IǳƳŀƴ  

¢ǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ 

IǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōƘƻǊǊŜƴǘ Ǿƛƻƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀƎǳŜǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǝŜǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ƛǎ 

ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŜƳǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ŎƭǳǘŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ

ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŜƴŘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǝƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ŦŀŎŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŜȄǇƭƻƛπ

ǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƭŀōƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻǊƎŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ǾƛŎǝƳǎΣ ƻƊŜƴ ƭǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜǧŜǊ ǇǊƻπ

ǎǇŜŎǘǎΣ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊƛǎƘ ŜȄπ

ƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΦ 

¢ƻ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪπ

ƛƴƎ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊπ

ƭȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦ tƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅπ

ƳŜƴǘΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ ¢ǊŀŶŎƪπ

ŜǊǎ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ǇǊŜȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜΣ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 5ŜǎǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ 

ǘǊŀŶŎƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΦ 

{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ǊŜπ

ǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ 

ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝȊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ǉƻπ

ǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘǊŀŶŎƪŜǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜΦ wŀƛǎπ

ƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪπ

ƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΣ ŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ 

ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇƭƛƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπ

ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ 

bDhǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ōŀǎŜŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ 

ŦƻǊ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ [ƻŎŀƭ ŀǳπ

ǘƘƻǊƛǝŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳōŀǝƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊπ

ǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǝŎŜΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŎƻƳπ

Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ-ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŎŀƳπ

ǇŀƛƎƴǎΣ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ 

ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƴƎ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǎπ

ǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ bƛƎŜǊƛŀ ŘŜπ

ƳŀƴŘǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŜũƻǊǘǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ .ȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƛǘ ǇƻǎŜǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳπ

ǇƭŜƳŜƴǝƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴƧǳǎǝŎŜΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ

ǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜπ

ŀǝƴƎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ 

ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀŶŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ bƛƎŜǊƛŀΦ 
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SUCCESS STORIES  
*Names have been changed to protect survivors  

On 12th Day of January 2024, WACOL 
received a report of defilement and rape 

of a 14-year-old girl named (N) for this 

purpose. 

Meanwhile, Ns step-mother, who is also 

the complainant and a civil servant, who 

works as a cleaner, explained that her 

children are all grown and have left, that 

she began to live with N as help to assist 

her with domestic chores in the house. 

Nôs biological mother reportedly lives in 

the village and not in a good mental state 

to be able to take care of N.  

Whereas, N, and her step-mom lives in a 

government house premises, where 

there is usually heavy presence of securi-

ty personnel cut from different security 

agencies.  

Again, N, has also secured admission in 

a government school to commence JSS1 

and her step mom had bought items for 

school resumption. Surprisingly, Ns, step 

mom discovered that N, was behaving 

somehow, would vomit at times and usu-

ally weak and sleeping around. So, she 

began to quiz N., to ascertain who got 

her pregnant, it was tough but eventually 

N, said that it was one police officer, who 

is their family friend that impregnated her. 

Her stepmom confronted the said police 

officer, around mid-last year, 2023, and 

he denied, but N., in her report said that 

the police officer at first started being nice 

to her, asking her about her school even 

providing food and sundry assistance to 

her and her step mom, that he would in-

vite her to a section of the quarters in the 

government house and would have un-

protected sex with her, not once not 

twice, and that when she told him, she 

was pregnant, he made attempt to pur-

chase drugs that wound terminate the 

pregnancy, which she actually took but 

the pregnancy remained, all these was 

happening right behind her stepmom. At 

a point, the said police officer became 

hostile to Ns, step-mom, so she began to 

report to a number of human right agen-

cies in the state but she did not get jus-

tice, alleging that the police officer 

seemed to wield influence, so someone 

directed her to WACOL and she made 

this report, we quickly swung into action 

inviting the police officer at first, but be-

cause N, was already 8 months gone in 

her pregnancy, and in our estimation 

needed all the medical care she could 

get, not necessarily prosecution, which of 

course would come later after Nôs, deliv-

ery. 

On the mediation day, the police officer 

denied responsibility and accused N., of 

being a flirt, though he on the other hand 

agreed to pay all the medical expenses ï 

ante-natal care, delivery bill, and a DNA 

test after delivery to ascertain, whether 

he is responsible for the pregnancy. But 

pledged to support N., financially and that 

he does that because he was directed by 

his organisation to foot the bills since he 

was the one mentioned by N, as being 

responsible.     

Finally, WACOL ensured that Nôs, deliv-
ery materials have been purchased and 
she is well registered in a government 
teaching hospital when she will be well 
attended for delivery and post-natel at-
tention, which we await DNA result and 
investigation that will follow thereafter. 
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Age Range 

Under 18: 2 
18-24: 5 
25-34: 23 
35-44: 24 
45-59: 9 
60 and above: 3 
Unknown: 0 
 


